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Volume 3, Issue 10 For Octoberõs EAA Meeting-A Ghostly Artifact 

It's been a long time coming (see 

July 2014 newsletter), but Ted Pugh 

is finally ready to do a presentation 

around the P-38 training manual he 

discovered. As you may remember, 

this manual is comprised of a series 

of 28 individual pamphlets Lock-

heed published in response to some 

of the more challenging aspects of 

flying the then-radical P-38. This 

particular copy of "Hangar Flying 

for P-38 Pilots" was owned by Col. 

Oliver B.Taylor, an ace and com-

mander of the 14th Fighter Group, 

Tricio Italy in 1944. Thus, its' hand-

written details in the margins are 

quite interesting. 

Here's Ted's introduction to his talk: 

Let's call this discussion one of a 

"Discovery Series" of Planes and Pi-

lots; about Men and Machines. It is 

WWII, a time when multitudes of 

fresh, low-time flyers piloted numer-

ous variations of mechanically-

complex aircraft bearing lethal wea-

ponry, all part of the largest, most 

formidable fighting force Mankind 

has assembled, fighting to preserve a 

free world. 

In wartime (and perhaps at virtually 

anytime), one can believe, when 

called to duty as a pilot, that his air-

plane becomes  a "pilot's best 

friend," like his trusting and trusted 

dog or his lovable and loving 

spouse, girlfriend, best friend. The 

subjects in this discussion are the 

plane, the Lockheed P-38 Lightening, 

and the pilot, Col. Oliver B. "Obie" 

Taylor. 

Join us at our October 13 (7:00 

p.m. in the C.A.P. trailer at Gnoss 

meeting to hear more about this 

remarkable òfindó, and get a close-

up glimpse of history.  

Crosswinds 
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September GFCA Presentation: Don Campbell-óMr. SR-71ó 

Don Campbell single-handedly made 
our September breakfast meeting a 
tremendous success. With 60 people in 
attendance this was our most-attended 
breakfast in, well, ever. 
  
And Don didn't disappoint. In his hour-
long presentation he touched on many 
intriguing facets of the SR-71's history 
and operation, from its' inception to 
various deployments, technical features 
and challenges, and its' eventual de-
commissioning, all of which he personal-
ly played a part in. In fact, Don had 
the foresight to collect all kinds of 
unique archival data on the program 
while it was happening; photos of fuel 
dripping from the airframe before en-
gine start, sound files of the custom en-
gine start carts and takeoffs, etc.. You 
can now understand why he's known as 
"Mr. SR-71" and better yet, now you 
know why his email address is 
"habuchief". 
  
The SR-71 program rivalled the space 
program in complexity and in the un-
forgiving nature of its mission. It's a 
story of uncompromised power and 
beauty, one that Don told in an engag-
ing, entertaining narrative. It was truly 
a program based on speed; not only 

it's speed through the air (3.2 mach) 
but the speed with which the design 
was conceived and made operational 
(3 years from sketch to operational 
status). And, all the design work was 
done with slide rules and drafting ta-
bles! As Don noted, the F-22 program 
took 20 years to get from concept to 
deployment, even with computing pow-
er millions of times more powerful that 
what was available to the designers at 
Lockheed's Skunkworks back in the 50's. 
  
While our regular presentations are 
usually a "stretch" at 45 minutes, at the 
hour and ten minute mark Don was still 
fielding questions. He actually stayed 
after all the tables and chairs had 
been put away, talking with members 
and visitors, seemingly happy to an-
swer any and all questions they might 
have had. 
  
We were very lucky to have Don join 
us; it's possible that he'll speak at other 
venues in Northern California, so keep 
your eyes open. If you missed him at 
our breakfast you'll want to catch his 
talk when you can; it's more than worth 
it. 

(Artwork by David Hebert, Photo Courtesy of Evergreen Aviation)  

SR-71 FACTS 

-skin would heat to 400 degrees f 

-crossed the U.S. in 1990 with record 

speed of 2,124 mph. 

-over 90% of the airframe is made 

of titanium alloy 

-was one of the first examples of the 

use of stealth technology 

-when introduced, a SR-71 could 

photograph any location on Earth 

from one of itsõ three main bases 

within a six hour time period 

-the Blackbirdõs tires were filled with 

nitrogen and impregnated with alumi-

num powder to withstand heat 

-the pressure suits worn by the crew 

are identical to those worn by astro-

nauts on space shuttle missions 
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Two Great Things about Angel Flight 6234 

òService Above Selfó is our motto in Rotary 
and also for Angel Flight.  Don Herzog is 
both a Rotarian and a volunteer with Angel 
Flight.  He is the volunteer/donor who never 
quits giving his time, talent or treasure, often 
all three at once.    So . . . the first great 
thing about Angel Flight is what we are do-
ing.  Angel Flights arrange free air transpor-
tation for any legitimate, charitable, medi-
cally related need.  Last Thursday, Don and I 
picked up a young lady from Mendota who 
badly needed medical treatment and flew 
her with her mother to Palo Alto to eventual-
ly be driven to Stanford Medical Center.  

They were very appreciative and actually fell 
asleep during the flight to Palo Alto, so Iõd 
say they were fairly relaxed. 
  
The second great thing:  I say òweó above 
because Don once again asked for me to be 
the lucky person to co-pilot with him in his 
awesome Trinidad TB 20.   To put things in 
perspective, the airplane I am currently fly-
ing is a Piper Archer.  So, to be able to take 
off from DVO in a Trinidad, retract the 
landing gear and cruise at 150 knots (170 
with our tailwind) to Mendota with his fancy 
pants navaids is quite a treat.  After depart-
ing Mendota, we skirted by the peak of Mt. 
Hamilton, Nor Cal cleared us to fly mid field 
over San Jose International at 2,500 ft. and 
over Moffett Field at 1,500 ft.   Don then 
set us up for a perfect landing at Palo Alto.   
For some pilots, this might not be a big deal.  
But for me, it is and I canõt wait to do it 
again!!  Thank you, Don, for all you to for 
our community and for letting me be a part 
of your Angel Flights. 
  
Susan Royce, Chair 
Marin Chapter of the 99s 

GFCA Board Member 
Rotary Club of Mill Valley, Past President 

14th Annual Young Eaglesõ Day - October 24 

This year marks the 14th year that 

EAA Chapter 1232 has hosted a 

Young Eaglesõ day at Gnoss Field, 

and in that time weõve flown over 

1,500 Young Eagles. The 2015 edi-

tion will be held on Saturday, Octo-

ber 24; a briefing for all ground 

personnel and pilots will be held at 

9:15 on the north ramp, and weõll 

fly from 10:00 a.m. to about 1:00 

p.m. .  

As always, we need more pilots 

and planes and lots of help on the 

ground. Please contact Young Ea-

gles Coordinator Ken Mercer at 

mercer.k@comcast.net or by phone 

at 415-378-8504 if you can help 

out. 

If youõve never been a part of one 

of these events  you donõt know 

what youõre missing.  Join us and I 

guarantee youõll go home with a 

smile on your face! 

mailto:mercer.k@comcast.net?subject=Young%20Eagles%20help
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Thoughts on Homebuilding by William Wynne 

The following piece first appeared on 

a blog written by William Wynne, a 
long ðtime grass roots homebuildier 

and proprietor of the very successful 
Corvair engine conversion business at 

www.flycorvair.com. William is some-
what of a polarizing figure in the 

homebuilding field; heõs sometimes 
irascible, is very opinionated, and 
doesnõt suffer fools lightly. But he 

writes about, promotes and LIVES 
homebuilding like no-one else, and in 

this piece he speaks to the importance 
of his craft in his life.  

 
I spend a lot of time alone and 

have long bouts of insomnia, which 
can lead to thinking about things 
excessively. But the secret I would 

like to share with anyone who at 
times feels the same way, is that I 

have a sanctuary where I am insu-
lated from much of my self-criticism, 

and a have a front, where at 50, I 
am much better on than I thought 

possible in my youth. When I am 
building things with my hands in my 
shop, I rarely feel poor.  

Although I now need glasses to do 

any close work, and my hands have 
lost a lot of dexterity, I am a far 

better craftsman than I ever was in 
my youth. I am not a great crafts-

man, but over a very long time I 
have worked to develop these ele-

ments in my life, and I compete with 
no one except who I was last year. 
While all else fades, these things 

flourish. It is a gift I am most thank-
ful for. 

  
I was aware of this in my youth, but 

it did not come into focus until 1999, 
the worst year of my life. (getting 

burned  was 2001, but it was a pic-
nic compared to õ99.)  Feeling dan-
gerously low, I sought the council of 

a guy I knew. He had come back 
from such a year. He is an artist, 

working as an incredibly detailed 
wood carver. He tells me to forget 

everyone and everything else, go 
back to your tools and work with 

your hands. Give up your apart-
ment, but never your hangar. Ex-
plore all the things you canõt forget, 

have stolen, give away or lose. At 

the moment, I was having a hard 
time picturing another week, and I 

asked him how long it took him. The 
thought with great care a slowly 

said òtwo, no really three..ó I was 
jolted and blurted out òThree 

months?ó he looked me in the eye 
and said òNo. Years. Itõs probably 
your only way out.ó It turned out to 

be a painfully accurate prediction. 
 

In the years since I have read letters 
or posts from many people in a 

tough spot, who have sold their pro-
ject or tools. I often think their ship is 

sinking and they have just traded 
their life jacket for five more 
minutes on the deck. I have also met 

a number of successful builders who 
have said that when everything else 

in there lives was broken, they had 
a place of refuge in work and crea-

tion. Of the thousands of people I 
have met in aviation, these people 

are truly brothers, for we share the 
same salvation. 
 

Historic Aviation in Focus-

Mikael Carlsonõs Fokker D.VII 

Brant Miller brought this article in 

Global Aviation Resource to our at-

tention, with the comment òthis 

should be an inspiration to home-

builders everywhere.ó This aircraft 

really is a hand-crafted work of art.  

Check out the article HERE, and this 

video HERE of Mikael putting the 

plane through itsõ paces, and turn up 

the sound! 

 

http://www.flycorvair.com.
http://www.globalaviationresource.com/v2/2015/08/26/historic-aviation-in-focus-mikael-carlsons-fokker-d-vii/
https://youtu.be/gZZ82xiWP7w
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Making That Big Reunion Memorable 

Contributed by Valerie Westen, re-

printed with permission (thank you 
Meaghan!) from the Marin 99's blog 

at http://marin99s.org/flying-
stories-from-our-members/ 

 
Most of us face those big reunions 

(ones ending with a ò0ó) with a mix-
ture of happy anticipation and anx-
iety. Dan Bedford and I certainly 

did as we headed off to Estes Park, 
Colorado in June 2015 for his 50th 

Germany group reunion. I was look-
ing forward to meeting people I 

had only heard about and he was 
looking forward to seeing them 

again. 
  
As it turned out, however, the real 

excitement was ours alone, since we 
planned to get from Gnoss Field in 

California to Fort Collins, Colorado 
by flying ourselves there. This was 

our first big trip outside California 
in Danõs plane, Peregrine. Peregrine 

is a Cessna T182T, which can take 
us up to 20,000 feet, enough to get 
us over the Sierra Nevada and the 

Rockies. 
  

Our flights were magical. We were 
lucky and our weather was clear 

and beautiful, so no delays for 
weather. The first dayõs flight took 

us from Gnoss, over the Central 
Valley, up over the Sierras. Lake 
Tahoe was sparkling blue and hints 

of snow remained on isolated 
peaks. We were too busy flying to 

take pictures, but you can take our 
word for it that it was spectacular. 

  
Then we flew over Reno, along 

northern Nevada and into Utah. 
There was a long stretch as we flew 
over the Great Salt Lake, where the 

colors fade from pink and bluish-

grey into white in no discernible 

pattern. Impressive in its expansive-
ness, it was hard to tell where the 

dry lake bed stopped and actual 
water began. (see below) 

  
On the far side of that Great Salt 

Lake, we stopped in Ogden, where 
we stayed the night. Ogden, at 

4,500 feet, is ringed on the east by 
the Wasatch Range. Our only pic-

ture of us, the plane and the scen-
ery is in Ogden as we were getting 
ready for day two. (see below) 

  
As we left Utah and flew over 

southern Wyoming, we were sur-
prised to find ourselves almost di-

rectly over the Greater Green River 
Intergalactic Spaceport (airport 
designator 48U). Yes, thatõs a real 

airport found on the Salt Lake City 

Sectional just west of Rock Springs-

Sweetwater airport (KRKS). I would 
love to know the back story of the 

Spaceport, at 7,182 feet, like who 
first landed there and how it got its 

name!   
  

We pressed on, turning south into 
Colorado, and easily finding our 
way directly to Ft. Collins/Loveland, 

the GA airport closest to our desti-
nation in Estes Park, where we left 

Peregrine in a huge hanger with 
other bigger planes to socialize and 

rest up for the trip home five days 
later. 

 
My favorite part of the reunion was 
telling others how we got there, that 

is, telling them we flew from Cali-
fornia. Their usual response was 

òwe flew into Denver, too.ó At which 
point, I would smile and say òno, we 

flew ourselves, in Danõs plane. It 
was amazing.ó   

http://marin99s.org/flying-stories-from-our-members/
http://marin99s.org/flying-stories-from-our-members/

